
Pittston Select Board Meeting Minutes 

March 31, 2021 

Those present:  Jean Ambrose, Rodney Hembree(Woody), Fred Kimball, Jane 

Hubert, Wellman Cromwell, Jim Lothridge, Sam Snow, Cheryl Peaslee, Jay Kelley, 

Ben Kelley, Ryan Adams, Joe Chapman, Steve Dumas, Edmund Mack and Deb 

MacInnes. 

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Jean Ambrose, at 6:00 p.m. 

Fred Kimball made a motion to approve the Select Board meeting minutes of 

March 24, 2021, as prepared.  Rodney Hembree 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

St. Germain Engineering will have the geotech work for the Smithtown Road done 

within two weeks.  Sam Snow, Road Commissioner, asked that Deb M email St. 

Germain to make sure the Army Corp permits are in place. 

The new road signs that say GVW will be changed to GRW.  The same should be 

done with the signs that are already on the Jewett Road. 

Section 3, paragraph 3 of the Ordinance Restricting Vehicle Weight on Posted 

Roads was discussed. 

Jean Ambrose made a motion to go into a contract with Rick Drew of Aggressive 

Cuts LLC for $2,125 per year for three years starting June 2022 through October 

31, 2024.  This is for Roadside Mowing.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

An Entrance permit was signed. 

Jean Ambrose stated that the Select Board got together at a work session and 

came up with a plan for the Beech Hill Road.  “Frozen Road” may be defined 

better. 

Jean Ambrose stated that there was the first meeting of the Marijuana Policy 

Review Committee.  Fondly called the “Pot Lot”.  Jason Daugherty is the Chair 

and Jen Hembree is the secretary.   

Jay Kelley came to the Select Board meeting to discuss the posting of the Beech 

Hill Road which is now being posted permanently at 23,000 pounds.  Mr. Kelley 

kept asking why and where is the damage.  Jay also stated that rain has caused 

damage, there is no surface on the road, he takes care of the road and he wants 

to take the road over from the Town.  Fred Kimball stated that two roads, Beech 

Hill and the Palmer Road are now permanently posted at 23,000 pounds.  Fred 

Kimball read through a document he prepared showing background, ordinance: 

partial summary and the emergency Select Board work session.  Fred Kimball 

stated that the Select Board was trying to work with him.  Jay Kelley said he does 

not agree with any of this.  The Select Board stated that the ball is in his court 



now and he can think about the “Follow-up” document that was giving to him and 

get back to the Select Board.  Jay Kelley said that he won’t be back. 

 

Public Hearing for a proposed moratorium ordinance on medical marijuana grow 

facilities.  Jean Ambrose explained that more research needs to be done on this 

subject and then presented to the Town.  Ryan Adams came to this meeting to 

discuss him leasing a property in Pittston for outdoor cultivation spring, summer 

and fall.  Mr. Adams said has all his required licenses. The Select Board explained 

that there is a Marijuana Policy Review Committee formed to figure out laws and 

regulations.  Mr. Adams said that he is interested in doing things correctly.  The 

Select Board stated that they would get back to Mr. Adams within one week.  The 

question was asked why the Select Board waited so long to take up the medical 

marijuana issue and Fred Kimball replied that the laws have changed and recent 

events brought this issue up.  The Public Hearing ended at 7:16 p.m. 

When there is a Town Meeting or Special Town meeting that is being broadcast 

over Zoom, resident are only allowed to listen.  The State of Maine does not allow 

participating or voting in Town Meetings and Special Town Meetings. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve preview warrant #13 in the amount of 

$6,884.45, as written.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve payroll warrant #1321 in the amount 

of $11,909.41, as written.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Jean Ambrose made a motion to approve a vacation for Colleen Pilsbury from 

April 26, 2021 through May 3, 2021.  Back in the office on May 4, 2021.  Fred 

Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree stated that a Town cannot “give” a road over to a resident. 

Fred Kimball stated that the Board should reach out to the “Glamping” business 

on the Beech Hill Road to tell them about the posting of the road permanently at 

23,000 pounds. 

Rodney Hembree discussed the estimates he received for water heaters for the 

Town Office. Jean Ambrose made a motion to replace the three on-demand water 

heaters for the estimate of $1,075, no electrician is needed.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It 

was a 3-0 vote. 

Trail cameras will be ordered. 

Fred Kimball stated that he would like the Systems Administrator Policy sent to 

Sheldon Arford, the office’s IT person for his review.  This policy would provide 

the Town with back up with Gov office. 

There will be a staff meeting on April 14, 2021. 



There has only been one response from the folks at DOT from an email sent to 

them to come to a Select Board meeting. 

Jean Ambrose nominated ______ (shhhh, it’s a secret!) for the Spirit of America 

Award.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote.  

Jean Ambrose made a motion to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 

3-0 vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:_______________________________________________ 

                                                 Debbie MacInnes, Administrative Assistant       Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mary Jean Ambrose, Selectperson 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Rodney Hembree III, Selectperson 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Frederick Kimball, Selectperson 

 

 


