
Pittston Select Board Meeting 

March 24, 2021 

Those present:  Jean Ambrose, Rodney Hembree, Fred Kimball, Wellman 

Cromwell, Jane Hubert, Sam Snow, Gary Trask, Jim Lothridge, Jay Kelley, Ben 

Kelley, Jimmy Weymouth, Wayne Hickey and about 13 other people.  Also Colleen 

Pilsbury and Deb MacInnes. 

The meeting was called to order by Jean Ambrose. 

Fred Kimball nominated Jean Ambrose to be the Chair of the Select Board.  

Rodney Hembree 2nd.  There were no other nominations.  Nominations were 

closed.  The vote was secret ballot with the results 3 votes for Jean Ambrose.  

Congratulations Jean! 

Fred Kimball made a motion to approve the Select Board meeting minutes of 

March 17, 2021 as prepared.  Rodney Hembree 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Jay Kelley of 200 Beech Hill Road came to the Select Board with questions about 

a vote that had been taken the previous week at the Select Board meeting in 

regards to permanently posting the Beech Hill Road and the Palmer Road at 

23,000 GVW.  Mr. Kelley stated that he had been told that an ordinance had been 

passed, that game cameras were going to be used and that there were going to 

be fines for going over a posted road.  Damage has been done to the Jewett Road 

and Beech Hill needed to be graded.  Sam Snow, Road Commissioner called Jay 

Kelley last Wednesday evening when he left the Select Board meeting to tell him 

about the vote to post the Beech Hill Road and the Palmer Road. Sam said he did 

not tell Jay that an ordinance was passed.  At this point Jay Kelley said that he 

had questions and all he wanted was a yes or no answer.  There was 

conversation about traveling on posted roads, exempt vehicles, temperature, 

trucks weights, etc.  Jay Kelley stated that this is affecting his livelihood and that 

he is being singled out.  Mr. Kelley said this is a nonsense issue and is “arbitrary 

and capricious”.  Fred Kimball stated that there is no prejudice here or treating 

someone differently.  Jean Ambrose stated that permits will be given out and 

more work will be done on this issue.  Fred Kimball thanked everyone for coming 

in and is committed to working together to make this as painless as possible and 

work towards some kind of middle ground. 

Sam Snow, Road Commissioner, stated that he had put done some dura-patch on 

the Jewett Road to help the road for now.  Sam reported that there are some trees 

to take down and the landowners want the wood. 

St. Germain Engineering will be contacted in regards to the Smithtown Road 

culvert replacement project.  Sam Snow will contact CSI to see when the culvert 

will be ready. 



There was an Entrance permit turned in for review. 

Jean Ambrose made a motion to go into Executive Session, Labor negotiations 

1M.R.S.A.§405(6)(D), at 7:00 p.m.  Rodney Hembree 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote.  Jean 

Ambrose made a motion to come out of Executive session at 7:13 p.m.  Fred 

Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Jean Ambrose made a motion to pay Gary Trask for time, labor and materials to 

finish the repair of the office floor.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve preview warrant #12 in the amount of 

$19,389.01.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve payroll warrant #1221 in the amount 

of $4,365.72.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Jim Lothridge, member of the MSAD#11 School Board, reported that Pittston and 

West Gardiner have been revalued by the State of Maine.  West Gardiner and 

Pittston’s amount to pay the district each month will go up possibly 10%.  There 

will be open meetings via video and Jim encourages residents to participate to 

voice opinions and ask questions.  One of the plans is to put 2 more portable 

classrooms at the Pittston Randolph School and hire one teacher. 

Fred Kimball reviewed a report sent to the Board in regards to the speed limit on 

South Beech Hill Road.  DOT did start from scratch with this new report.  DOT 

wanted 45 mph and stated that they would go to 40mph with 35 mph the last 1,000 

feet of the road.  The speed limit is unofficially posted at 35 mph.  Two people 

from DOT have offered to come to a Select Board meeting.  A response from the 

Select Board and an invitation to come to a SB meeting will be sent to DOT. 

Fred Kimball introduced a draft copy of a Systems Administrator Policy.  Fred did 

research and tailored this to a small office.  This is a work in progress on how to 

do things better. 

Rodney Hembree did some research on trail cameras and will look for more 

options. 

An almost tax acquired property was discussed.  Colleen Pilsbury, Tax 

Collector/Treasurer, is almost ready to say all her research on this is done.  Then 

the Select Board will follow the process of putting this out to bid or have an 

auction. 

A RFP for the Town revaluation was discussed.  

Jean Ambrose made a motion to approve Deb M to attend a virtual General 

Assistance Spring training seminar.  Rodney Hembree 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Jane Hubert asked about the on demand water heaters at the office.  Rodney 

Hembree has spoken to plumbers and is now waiting for an electrician. 



Jean Ambrose made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 

3-0 vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:_______________________________________________ 

                                                Debbie MacInnes, Administrative Assistant      Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mary Jean Ambrose, Selectperson 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Rodney Hembree III, Selectperson 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Frederick Kimball, Selectperson 

 

 

 

 

 


