
Pittston Select Board Meeting Minutes 

May 5, 2021 

Those present:  Jean Ambrose, Rodney (Woody) Hembree, Fred Kimball, Jane 

Hubert, Wellman Cromwell, Sam Snow, Matt & Rebecca Barron, Bruce & Polly 

Reeves, Jennie Caputo, DOT representatives, Brian Reeves & Steve Landry and 

Deb MacInnes.  The following folks attended via Zoom:  Phoebe Reeves, Earl 

Adams, Tanya Chadwick, Jocelyn Hubbell and Marty Rautenberg. 

Fred Kimball made a motion to approve the Select Board meeting minutes of 

April 21, 2021 as prepared.  Rodney Hembree 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve preview warrant #18 in the 

amount of $231,660.20, as written.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve payroll warrant #1821 in the 

amount of $3,459.76.  Jean Ambrose 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

The State salt bid process came in and Morton Salt won the State contract.  The 

price for Pittston is $51.39.  Deb M is working with Harcross to see if they can 

match or come close to that price. 

A proposal from St. Germain Engineering for work on 2 grant applications was 

given to the Select Board and Road Commissioner for their review. 

An Entrance Permit was signed.  Sam Snow, Road Commissioner, will call the 

resident. 

Sam Snow, Road Commissioner, will be putting up material for this year’s use. 

Fred Kimball gave an update on the South Hunts Meadow Road.  An email was 

shared from Marine Resources scientists that stated in part, “The Eastern River 

doesn’t have any Atlantic salmon” and “unlikely” there are salmon in the 

Eastern River.  DOT has also confirmed that the span at Leonard’s bridge is too 

long for temporary steel plates, it is cost prohibited.  

6:15 DOT discussion on the speed limit on South Beech Hill Road. 

Steve Landry and Brian Reeves came to the Select Board to discuss their findings 

and answer resident’s questions.  Mr. Landry stated that the compromise is the 

road being posted at 40 mph.  The Select Board and the residents feel that it 



should be certified at 35 mph.  Methodology of reports was discussed.  Mr. 

Landry stated that the studies use free flowing cars for their data collection and 

that it does not matter what time of day the study is done.  Mr. Landry stated 

that what the Town needs is law enforcement.  The Town wants that as well.  If 

the road is posted at 35 mph, law enforcement could write tickets for a speed of 

maybe 45 mph instead of 50 mph or higher.  Mr. Landry also stated that the 

Town could use engineering ideas to slow the speed of the traffic on the S Beech 

Hill Road, which would be very expensive for the Town.  Many residents spoke 

about how unsafe the S Beech Hill Road is for walkers, bicyclers and animals.  

Steve Landry stated that he appreciates those feelings, but it is just not a 35 

mph road and he sets speed limits all over the State and he needs to be 

consistent. The Town has been working on this issue with DOT for 18 months.  

Steve Landry also said that just because you post a road at a lower speed, does 

not mean people will drive at a lower rate of speed.  Mr. Landry and the Select 

Board do not agree on this issue.  Fred Kimball thanked Steve and Brian for 

coming and is hoping for a reasonable outcome for both sides.  Steve Landry will 

get back to the Town. 

Jane Hubert asked Sam Snow about paving the shoulders of South Beech Hill 

Road.  Sam stated that there would need to be reconstruction and there is no 

way the Town could afford to do that.  Jane offered to see if there are any 

grants available for this kind of project. 

The Select Board decided to put a barricade and signs that say “Road Closed” on 

each end of the Jewett Road to help stop the trucks and extra traffic that are 

using this road because the South Hunts Meadow road is closed.  The residents 

will be notified.  Fred Kimball made a motion to purchase two 12 x 18 signs that 

say “security cameras in use”.  Jean Ambrose 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Two catering permits for The Beech Hill Barn were signed for an event on May 

14th and 15th and the other for May 29th. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to adjourn at 8:04 p.m.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It 

was a 3-0 vote. 

 

 



Respectfully submitted by:____________________________________________ 

                                                   Debbie MacInnes, Administrative Assistant    Date 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Mary Jean Ambrose, Selectperson 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Rodney Hembree III, Selectperson 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Frederick Kimball, Selectperson 

 

 

  


