
Pittston Select Board Meeting Minutes 

February 17, 2021 

Those present:  Jean Ambrose, Rodney (Woody) Hembree, Fred Kimball, Wellman 

Cromwell, Jane Hubert, Chief Josh Johnson, Greg Thompson, Sam Snow, Cheryl 

Peaslee and Deb MacInnes. 

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Jean Ambrose, at 6:00 p.m. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve the Select Board meeting minutes of 

February 10, 2021, as written.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Sam Snow, Road Commissioner, reported that things are going good.  Sam 

requested that we order a bundle of “Road Posted” signs and a load of salt.  Sam 

said that people have been backing into the sand/salt shed to get sand in 

between the plow trucks backing in there to do their jobs.  The place for Pittston’s 

residents to get 2 five gallon pails of sand is to the right and has been kept full. 

Pittston’s Fire Chief, Josh Johnson came to the Select Board meeting.  Chief 

Johnson introduced Greg Thompson.  Greg is the new Deputy Chief.  Chief 

Johnson stated that an outside panel went through the month long process of 

picking a new Deputy Chief.  Greg has been with PFD for 6 years and is a very 

active member.  Greg has a long background of management and safety.  

Congratulations Deputy Chief Thompson! 

Chief Johnson reported that they had no calls during Tuesday’s storm.  Chief 

Johnson also reported that they are updating policies.  The fire department has 

19 members, they had 115 emergency calls last year, 260 hours of training, 

bought 4 new air packs and 3 new radios.  Chief Johnson said that they are 

working on getting back into the schools for fire prevention and recruitment.  

Chief Johnson will be available to answer questions if they arise for the Public 

hearing.  Jean Ambrose told Chief Johnson that he is doing a fantastic job and 

the Select Board appreciates all of the fire department members. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve preview warrant #7 in the amount of 

$186,637.52, as written.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to approve payroll warrant #721 in the amount of 

$3,373.73, as written.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

The checkbook balance is $1,117,504.32. 

Staff evaluations will be done at the scheduled Select Board workshop on 

February 18th.  Emily Duggan, KJ reporter, will be at the Select Board workshop to 

interview about the Warrant Articles. 

Rules for Zoom meetings were discussed. 



Wednesday, Feb. 24th will be the informational meeting for warrant articles 4-9.  

This will also be available by Zoom. 

Fred Kimball made a motion to approve the ACO November mileage request for 

61 miles at .56 per mile, for a total of $34.16.  Rodney Hembree 2nd.  It was a 3-0 

vote.   

Jane Hubert stated that Lynette Eastman and Steve Costello want to be written in 

for the Budget Committee.  This led Jane to discuss the process of people having 

to take out their papers to get on the ballot and that perhaps Committees and 

Boards should be appointed.  Cheryl Peaslee commented that those positions 

once were appointed, but the sitting Select Board at that time was “stacking the 

committees”.  Changing this process would need to be voted on by the Town 

body.  Jane would like this to be kept in mind for next year. 

Jean Ambrose made a motion to go into Executive Session, Personnel Matters 

1M.R.S.A.§405(6)(A), at 6:38 p.m.  Rodney Hembree 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to come out of Executive Session at 6:50 p.m.  

Jean Ambrose 2nd.  It was a 3-0 vote. 

7:00 Informational Meeting for Warrant articles 1 through 3.  (Some folks in 

attendance at the beginning of the SB meeting left and no other people came to 

this informational meeting.) 

 Discussion in regards to staff salaries.  Fred Kimball stated that he would 

personally be embarrassed if 1 or more of our jobs were under the lowest amount 

of the MMA salary survey, therefore the Select Board chose to use the mid-point 

salary. 

 The training budget increase is due to the fact that training was scattered 

around in different places and now is consolidated into one place.  Also there 

was money added to this line for training of a possible alternate Code 

Enforcement Officer. 

Rodney Hembree made a motion to adjourn at 7:08 p.m.  Fred Kimball 2nd.  It was 

a 3-0 vote. 

Respectfully submitted by:_______________________________________________ 

                                                 Debbie MacInnes, Administrative Assistant        Date 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mary Jean Ambrose, Selectperson 
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Rodney Hembree III, Selectperson   Fred Kimball, Selectperson  

 


