Listed below are the corrections needed in regards to the K.J. article dated February 26, 2021 titled
“Pittston to forgo traditional meeting”

1.

10.

11.

2" paragraph: “The decision to use the secret ballot process came after recommendation from
the Maine Municipal Association.” MMA did not recommend we forgo our annual town
meeting for voting. They did say that if the 50 person limit stays in place through March, the
Town would have to comply. The Pittston Select Board decided it would be better for the
Town to hold a referendum vote on the warrant articles. MMA guided us with what we
needed to do to hold a legal referendum.
3rd paragraph: “...to operate on its 2020-21 budget until voters approved it about four months
after the budget year began.” Pittston operates on a calendar year, which runs from January 1
— December 31. This means our budget is for one year, which in this case was just 2020. The
July 20, 2020 Town Meeting was held 7 months into our budget year. Gov. Mills executive
orders included allowing towns to do this.
4™ paragraph: “...even if the ongoing coronavirus pandemic would make having an in-person
Town Meeting challenging.” Trying to hold the Town Meeting in a way that would meet COVID
guidelines would be impossible for our Town. We can’t use the local school, which is the only
building in Town large enough to hold all attendees, but too small for social distancing. We
could only have 50 people at most attend and we usually have 75-100 citizens attend. We
can’t turn citizens away who want to attend.

5% paragraph: “Last July, it was the lowest attendance we ever had,” Select Board member Fred

Kimball said of the meeting that could only have 50 people because of Maine’s social distancing
guidelines at the time.” The attendance at last July’s Town Meeting was not because of social
distancing guidelines, but only 50+ voters attended because it was a Saturday in July. We held
the meeting in the pulling ring at the Pittston Fairgrounds so that we had room for anyone
who wanted to attend could do so safely.

6" paragraph: “...even with the slight change in the budget’s voting process.” | consider going
from an annual Town Meeting to a referendum vote a huge change in the “budget’s voting
process”.

7t paragraph: “...in public hearings leading up to the voting day on March 20.” The Select

Board is holding informational meetings leading up to the voting day March 20. You make no
mention of the Public Hearing which is scheduled for Feb 27 at 1:00 via Zoom.
8™ paragraph: “A meeting will take place at 1 p.m....” You should have called it a Public
Hearing.

10" paragraph: “ ...Pittston’s official town Facebook page...” You are referring to the Pittston’s
UNOFFICIAL Facebook Page. Pittston does have an official Facebook Page. Big difference
between the two.

11" paragraph: “The board said on the town website the increases in the town leader’s pay was
necessary” You misquoted the website. The proposed budget is not increasing the town
“leader’s” (sic) pay. No increase is requested for the leaders, just employees.

14" paragraph: “Colleen Pilsbury, who has 30 years of experience....from her previous rate of
$20 an hour.” Colleen’s pay is not being increased, but the pay for the job required an
upgrade to attract good talent. We had to increase the wage from $20 to $25 last July in
order to hire a qualified candidate. One more correction, Colleen has 30 years of experience
as a bookkeeper and office manager.

14 paragraph: “...town clerk and had her wages...” We are asking for this increase, she does
not have it yet. The article reads as if the increases are already in place. They are proposed
and won’t be official unless approved by the voters.




12. 14" paragraph: “ ...the administrative assistant for Pittston, had her rage (typo) raised from ...to
match the statewide mid-point salary...” The 21.60 is not the statewide midpoint salary, it is
the midpoint on the MMA salary survey.

13. 18" paragraph: “Pittston’s referendum vote on the budget will take place at 9 a.m. March 20.”
The referendum vote on the 2021 budget and the municipal officer elections starts at 10 a.m.
and ends at 5 p.m. on March 20.



